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Step 1 - Introducing the Jacob Lawrence 
Slideshow Guide 
 
MOTIVATION 
BEGIN READING HERE 

I have a riddle for you.  What has five multicolored rings, can be seen around the world, 
has lots of action, and takes place every four years in both summer and winter? (THE 
OLYMPICS)  Do you like to watch the Olympics?  Which do you enjoy more, the summer 
or winter games? In the summer games, what are some of the events you particularly like 
to watch?  Have you ever seen posters advertising any of these special Olympic events? 
 
Our artist, Jacob Lawrence, was asked to do a poster for the Olympic Games in Munich in 
1972.  Let’s see what event he chose for his poster, maybe it’s an event you enjoy 
watching. 

Click Start Lesson To Begin 

 
1. OLYMPIC POSTER  
 
What event is shown on this poster? (RELAY RACES)  How did you know which race it 
was?  (BATONS IN HANDS)  As you can see, he shows us the most exciting moment of 
the race, at the finish line.  Can you tell which man will win? (OPINIONS WILL VARY, 
TOO CLOSE TO CALL)  Looking at the athletes closely, what word would describe the 
action at that moment? (TENSE, STRAINING, GREAT EFFORT) 
 
How did Jacob Lawrence catch the excitement of that moment in his poster?  Lawrence 
and his wife were invited to attend the Olympic games in Germany.  There were twenty-
eight artists from around the world who were asked to do Olympic posters.  They invited 
Lawrence, because they were thinking in terms of a black artist showing the contributions 
made by black athletes to the Olympics.  Is this painting abstract or realistic? 
(ABSTRACT)  What did Lawrence change from what a photographer would have captured 
on film? (PROPORTIONS OF BODY, EXPRESSIONS, ETC.)   
 
Doing that poster was special for Lawrence.  But there was another invitation that really 
thrilled him.  It came from the president of the United States!  In 1977 our President was 
Jimmy Carter.  Let’s find out what he asked Lawrence to do.     

Click Next To Change Slide 

 
2.  THE SWEARING IN 
 
Can you find anything to do with the President in this painting? (NO)  Can you find 
something very small that has to do with the United States? (YES, POINT OUT SMALL 
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AMERICAN FLAGS)  Let me explain what is happening here.  President Carter invited 
Lawrence, along with other artists, to do several paintings of the inaugural ceremonies in 
January when the President took office in Washington D.C. 
 
But where is the ceremony?  Lawrence doesn’t show all the festivities and the many 
celebrities at all but focuses on the everyday people trying to catch a glimpse of what is 
happening. 
 
Lawrence was invited to sit near the stage, so he would have an excellent view of the 
ceremony. But as he sat watching the President take his oath of office, he looked behind 
him, and way in the distance, there were bare trees and people up in those trees.  They 
were applauding more than the people in the real audience near the stage.  So Lawrence 
decided it was those people who were the most important part of the election and the 
inauguration. 
 
Can you find the person being lifted up? (LOWER LEFT-HAND SIDE)  Is there much 
detail in the faces? (NO)  But can you tell how they are feeling?  (HAPPY SMILES ON 
FACES)  What was the weather like that day? (WINTER TIME, COLD, CRISP, CLEAR)  
The bare trees are silhouetted against the icy blue sky to give us that feeling of being all 
bundled up in heavy winter clothing. 
 
Isn’t this an unusual way of showing a Presidential inauguration?  We never even see 
President Carter!  We only see the crowds looking up towards the steps of the capitol 
where the ceremony takes place. 
 
Are you getting an idea of what Jacob Lawrence was like?  Let’s meet Lawrence and find 
out how he became an artist famous enough to receive important invitations from a United 
States President and an Olympic committee.  I would like to introduce you to American 
master artist, Jacob Lawrence. - Click Next To Change Slide 
 
3.  PHOTO OF JACOB LAWRENCE  
 
Have you ever been to day-care?  What are some things you liked to do there?  When 
Lawrence was in elementary school he went to day-care.  And guess what his favorite 
activities were? (ARTS & CRAFTS)  Do you like to do arts and crafts? 
 
To keep her children safe and busy while she was working, Lawrence’s mother enrolled 
them in a day-care program.  A famous black artist taught the arts and crafts.  During the 
many hours he spent there, Jacob worked first with crayons and then with poster paint.  
What he always liked best was REPEATING brightly colored PATTERNS like he saw in 
his furnishings at home. 
 
Think of your home and furnishings.  Where would you find brightly colored patterns that 
you could use in art? (WALLPAPER, FABRICS, RUGS)  Jacob said his early fascination 
with color patterns came from the bright throw rugs that his mother used to scatter around 
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to bring some color and brightness into their home.  Look around the house to find 
patterns like Lawrence did. 
 
He received a scholarship and went to art school for two years.  He first exhibited his work 
at the age of twenty in New York City along with the work of his teachers.  From the 
beginning, Lawrence’s painting was original.  He had his own style, and he was 
encouraged to keep it.  He grew up confident of himself and his art.   
 
Is 62 blocks a long way to walk? (YES, about 12 miles)  Would you walk that far to go to 
an art museum? (PROBABLY NOT!)  Lawrence considered himself very lucky to be 62 
blocks away from one of the best museums in the United States, the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York City.  He would walk the 62 blocks and spend hours admiring the 
paintings of great masters.  He not only learned about art at the museum, he learned 
about black history.  Let’s see what he painted about black history.     

Click Next To Change Slide 

 
4.  HARRIET TUBMAN AND THE PROMISED LAND 
 
The famous American hero pictured here is Harriet Tubman.  Have you heard her name 
before?  (YES)  Point to the Harriet Tubman figure. (FAR RIGHT)  Yes, she’s the one with 
the large, capable hands gathering up her people to take them to the promised land of the 
north. 
 
They had to travel at night to avoid being captured.  Can you find what helped guide them 
through the night? (HARRIET TUBMAN IS POINTING TO THE NORTH STAR)  They 
couldn’t travel on the main roads, so they had to trample through the forests, hills, and 
cross rivers.  How do you know these people are crossing a river? (FISH)  What makes it 
look dangerous?  (WHITE SNAKE, DARKNESS)  Do you see people who look scared? 
(THE MOTHER)  Notice how tightly she’s holding the baby, so she doesn’t drop him/her 
as they cross the river. 
 
Lawrence liked to hide things.  See how many animals you can find. (DEER, OWL, 
SQUIRREL, SNAKE) Many helpful people would open their homes to Harriet Tubman and 
her people who were escaping their life of slavery. 
 
Now let’s travel forward in black history.   

Click Next To Change Slide 

 
5.  MIGRATION 
 
With this painting Lawrence started on the THEME of the migration of the African-
American population from the Southern states to the Northern states.  What does the word 
migration mean?  Lawrence as a child didn’t know that term.  He said, “I didn’t know the 
term ‘migration,’ but I remember people used to tell us when a new family would arrive.  
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The people in the neighborhood would collect clothes for the newcomers and pick out 
coals that hadn’t completely burned in the furnace to get them started.” 
 
This THEME or subject of migration was something Lawrence’s family had experienced.  
His mother and father were both from Southern states.  After they were married they 
migrated or moved to the North where Jacob was born.  What destination did Jacob’s 
parents choose? (NY)  They were just one of millions of families who moved from 
Southern farms to Northern cities.  This migration started during World War I.  It turned 
Harlem into the African-American center of New York City.  And that’s where Lawrence 
grew up and started his career.  He painted 60 pictures on this theme, including this one. 
 
When black people moved to the North, one of their biggest problems was to find a decent 
place to live.  Let’s look at a section of New York City called Harlem where Jacob’s family 
lived.  - Click Next To Change Slide 
 
6.  THIS IS HARLEM 
 
Lawrence grew up in Harlem.  It was mostly a black community and the people were quite 
poor.  Lawrence himself lived in such a neighborhood as you see in this painting.  
Everyone lived in apartment buildings, one right next to another, with no place to play or 
enjoy green grass.  The neighborhood was noisy and crowded.  Let’s go inside one of 
these apartment buildings to where Jacob lived with his family. 

Click Next To Change Slide 

 
7.  SLUMS 
 
Pretend you are living in this poor neighborhood.  You look out this window with its 
crooked window shade that won’t pull down.  Your view out the window is of block after 
block of buildings just like the one you live in.  The buildings are infested with insects and 
mice.  Life is crowded, with flies and rats, worn out furniture, peeling walls, and everything 
run-down and in need of repair. Are you beginning to get a feeling for what Harlem was 
like during Lawrence’s growing up years?  He was only nineteen years old when he 
painted this.  Notice how the details of the buildings and rooftops become a confusing 
pattern of shapes.  Has Lawrence repeated any shapes? (YES, MANY)  Does life look 
crooked like the buildings you see? (YES)  Do you think Lawrence was successful at 
showing us what slum living was like? (YES)  Do you sense the mood?  (YES)  But even 
though he was poor and lived in a slum, Lawrence had special things which he looked 
forward to doing.  It was great fun to go to the… 

Click Next To Change Slide 

 
8.  VAUDEVILLE 
 
Can you guess where he loved to go? (THEATRE:  GIVE HINTS AS NEEDED - THEY 
ARE WEARING COSTUMES, THERE IS AN AUDIENCE, THEY ARE ACTORS)  Have 
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you been to a play?  Lawrence loved to go to see plays in the theatre when he was a boy.  
And when he grew up he painted several pictures of those good memories. 
 
Look at this painting of the theatre.  Does Lawrence paint things exactly like they really 
look, or does he change things to how he wants them? (CHANGES THEM)  Then is his 
style realistic or ABSTRACT? (ABSTRACT)  Lawrence always wanted to show his 
feelings rather than create totally realistic paintings. 
 
Early in his career, Lawrence decided the simplest way of telling a story in art was not by 
trying to pack everything into a single painting.  He instead painted a series of pictures 
showing parts of an overall story.  So he painted many pictures on the same subject or 
THEME. 
 
Do you think you would get bored with painting the same subject for seventeen years?  
Can you think of any theme that could keep you interested for that long?  Well, the next 
painting by Lawrence will show you the theme that fascinated him for seventeen years.   

Click Next To Change Slide 

 
9.  BUILDERS 
 
What is the theme? (CARPENTERS, BUILDERS)  Do you like to build things and make 
things with tools?  Lawrence grew up around carpenters and cabinetmakers, and he 
admired their skills. 
 
Have you ever thought of a hammer or a pair of pliers as being beautiful? (NO)  But 
Lawrence thought tools were beautiful.  He said, “Many hand tools haven’t changed for 
centuries.  They have such balance and are so useful.  The human body is like a tool.”  
Since childhood Lawrence was fascinated with tools.  He loved the look and feel of tools 
and how they fit the human hand and human movement.  Let’s look at carpenters and 
tools the way Lawrence did, as being beautiful, so beautiful that he spent those seventeen 
years on this theme. 
 
Let’s look at the colors first.  Are his colors FLAT or do you see shading and shadows? 
(FLAT)  Looking at the man’s black suit in the foreground, we do not see any differences 
in color nor shading to show roundness of his body. 
 
We’ve seen that his colors and figures are flat.  But does the painting look flat or does it 
seem to have DEPTH? (DEPTH)  How does Lawrence show us that some things are 
further back than others? (OVERLAPPING, SIZE)  So while other master artists used 
shading and shadows, Lawrence used overlapping and size differences. 
 
Look at the family in the foreground.  Which part of the man’s outfit ties him in to the 
builders behind him? (BRICK-LIKE HAT)  Lawrence liked to show similarities with the 
subjects of his paintings. He saw family as the most important building blocks of society 
much like bricks and builders are necessary for constructing the places we live and work. 
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Do you notice many details in the faces? (NO)  Can you find one face totally blank? (YES)  
As you can see, Lawrence was not painting any one particular builder or family.  These 
people could be anyone. 
 
How many carpenters’ tools can you count in this painting? (ABOUT SIX)  When it comes 
time to draw or paint a tool, Lawrence goes to his collection of tools in his studio.  Besides 
painting tools, he likes to build with them also. 
 
In this next “Builder” painting, there are just three men.  Will there be just three tools?  
Look carefully!  - Click Next To Change Slide 
 
10.  CARPENTERS 
 
Point to where the man is OVERLAPPING a tool.  Is his arm overlapping the saw? (YES)  
How many tools are in this painting? (SIX)  The title of this is Carpenters.  Have you ever 
worked with any of the tools you see here?  Which tool do you think is “beautiful” like 
Lawrence felt? 
 
By the age of thirty-two, Lawrence was a very popular and well-known artist in America.  
He was a celebrity.  Lawrence thoroughly enjoyed teaching art at the University of 
Washington, where he taught for many years.  Students loved him.  He had a gift, they 
say, for helping them find their own style of art.  Did his teachers in day-care let Lawrence 
discover his own, original style of painting? (YES)  - Click Next To Change Slide 
 
11.  STUDIO 
 
For our final painting by Jacob Lawrence, he painted himself in his studio.  Can you find 
items in his studio that relate to his artwork? (TOOLS)  He died an accomplished artist and 
teacher in June of 2000 of lung cancer.   

Click Next To Start Quiz 

 

REVIEW GAME 
 
Since Lawrence loved tools, we are going to use them to play a game.  Each time you 
answer correctly, you will win a new tool.  Are you ready to play?  Let’s see how many 
different tools you can win! 
 
REVIEW GAME ANSWERS (For Instructors Only) 
 
1. In what country does Jacob Lawrence live?          UNITED STATES 
2. Which museum did Lawrence live 62 blocks away from?      METROPOLITAN  
              MUSEUM OF ART 
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3. For what special event did Lawrence make a poster?      OLYMPICS 
4. What did Lawrence paint at President Carter’s inauguration    PEOPLE WATCHING 
ceremony?              FROM TREES  
5. What theme did Lawrence paint more than 60 times?      SLAVERY & MIGRATION 
6. Are Lawrence’s shapes flat or rounded?        FLAT 
7. Are his paintings realistic or abstract?         ABSTRACT 
8. What did he paint for 17 years?           ALL OF THE ABOVE 
9. What other job did Lawrence enjoy besides painting?      TEACHING ART 
 
Now that you know so many tools, you will soon make a beautiful picture of tools in a 
special way.  Do you think you will continue to make building pictures for 17 years? 
 

Click Next To Finish Lesson 

 
to exit this unit click Back To Units 
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Step 2 - Learning From: Jacob Lawrence 
Overlapping 
 
Although Lawrence’s shapes see flat, his paintings do not. Complete the matching half of 
these tools.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Draw three tool shapes in the frame below. Make one seem very close. Draw that tool first. 
Draw another tool shape behind the first tool to make it seem far away. The third tool 
shape should seem farthest away. Draw it behind both tools. Use overlapping to create 
depth. 
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Patterns 
 

Jacob Lawrence used patterns in his paintings to create interest. 

 
Outline these three shapes. Continue the outline to the edges of the box. Do not draw 
through the shapes.  
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Tool Chart 
 
 

Save this page for your art activity. 
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The last few pages of this section contain the Art Activity for Jacob Lawrence. This step-
by-step outline will be a guide for instructing your child(ren) through the activity. The 
parent/instructor should review all steps necessary to complete this project before 
beginning any work. 
 
Cut out the Artist Profile Slip below and attach it to the back of the completed art project. 
 
 
Jacob Lawrence 
 
(LAW-rence) - American 1917-2000 
 
African American artist Jacob Lawrence had an abstract contemporary style all his own. 
The bright shapes and patterns he used in his series on Black History are very interesting 
and captivating. His subjects range from Harlem to the Olympics. 
 
ART ACTIVITY EMPHASIS: Patterns, Repetition, Depth, Shape 
MEDIA: Paper or Tissue Collage 
 
 
Jacob Lawrence 
 
(LAW-rence) - American 1917-2000 
 
African American artist Jacob Lawrence had an abstract contemporary style all his own. 
The bright shapes and patterns he used in his series on Black History are very interesting 
and captivating. His subjects range from Harlem to the Olympics. 
 
ART ACTIVITY EMPHASIS: Patterns, Repetition, Depth, Shape 
MEDIA: Paper or Tissue Collage 
 
  

11 JACOB LAWRENCE  – Ages 8 – 9  | MeetTheMasters Online Edition 
 



 JACOB LAWRENCE – AGES 8 – 9  |  ONLINE EDITION 

12 JACOB LAWRENCE  – Ages 8 – 9  | MeetTheMasters Online Edition 
 

Step 3 - Working With:  Art Activity Instructions 
 
 
ARTIST 
Jacob Lawrence (LAW-rence) 
1917 – 2000 American 
 
ART ELEMENTS 
Shape 
 
EMPHASIS 
Black History Month (February) 
Shapes, Subject Matter 
 
VOCABULARY 
Balance, primary colors, horizontal, 
vertical, abstract 

 
MEDIA 
Paper, Glue 
 
TECHNIQUE 
Cut paper collage with patterns 
 
VISUAL 
Print: Carpenters 
 
SUGGESTED MUSIC (On CD-Rom) 
John Coltrane - My Favorite Things 
Lee Morgan - The Sidewinder

 
MATERIALS FOR INSTRUCTOR AND CHILDREN 

One - 9” x 12” piece of lime green OR violet construction paper 
Two - 4” x 6” pieces of construction paper in two of the following colors: red, kelly 
green, yellow, or orange 
Artist Profile Slip 
Black fine line marking pens (non-permanent) 
Heavy paper 6” x 9” frame pattern (collect and reuse) 
Glue, Scissors 
 

PREPARATION 
 
Construct an example to become familiar with the project. Place the print in front of the 
students. Tape your lime green or violet paper in front of the students for good visibility. 
Arrange your materials nearby. 
 
SET-UP [ 5 minutes ] 
 
Distribute the following materials to your students: 

PAPER: One violet or lime green, children choose two of four small rectangles, one 
tag board frame pattern, and one artist profile slip 
SUPPLIES: Black marking pen 

ORIENTATION [ 5 minutes ] 
 
In February our country is celebrating Black History (or African-American) Month. What 
famous African-American artist did you recently learn about? (JACOB LAWRENCE) We are 
very proud of him and can learn many things from his art. What were some of the things 
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Lawrence liked to paint? (TOOLS, BUILDERS, CITY LIFE) Did he use dull or bright colors in 
his artwork? (BRIGHT) 
 
Today you will use bright colors, also, and cut interesting shapes to put together an abstract 
picture of one of Lawrence’s favorite things to paint. Can you guess what that might be? 
(TOOLS) Let’s get organized so we can begin. 
 
ORGANIZE THE WORK AREA 
 
1. Place your large paper in the center of your work area with the tag board frame pattern 
and other small papers on top of it. 
2. Place your marker, scissors, glue and artist profile slip at the top of your work area ready 
for use. 
 
DEMONSTRATION AND ACTIVITY 
 
MAKING THE FRAME [ 2 minutes ] 
 
We are going to start by making a frame for our tool 
design. A frame finishes a picture and draws our attention 
into the center. Center the tag board frame pattern on the 
green or purple paper so the top and bottom margins are 
the same. With your pencil, lightly trace around the outside 
of the rectangle. 
 
CUTTING THE TOOL SHAPES [ 15 minutes ] 
 
1. Lawrence had a large collection of tools. Not only did he love to use the tools for carpentry 
work, he used the tools for ideas when he painted. We have our collection of tools to help us 
also! (REFER TO TOOL CHART IN LEARNING PACKET) Select two tools you see on the 
chart or any from your memory. Think of the interesting shapes like Lawrence did, and 
picture them together in a design. 
2. Lightly draw your tool shape on each piece of the small 4” x 6” construction paper. 
3. If you select a tool shape that is the same on both sides (wrench, screwdriver, paintbrush) 
fold your rectangle in half vertically, center your drawing, cut while folded. This process 
creates a “symmetrical” design, or one that is the same on both sides. 

 
4. One rectangle can make two tool handles. 
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5. One rectangle can make a paintbrush and/or a wrench head. 
 

 
 
Have the children study the tool chart and choose some other designs. Scraps can be used 
as nails, tacks, drill bits, or any other small “carpenter” shape. 
 
TRACING YOUR TOOL SHAPES/CREATING NEGATIVE SHAPES [ 4 minutes ] 
 
1. Place your shapes within your frame. Arrange them with balance of shape in mind, not 
color, because we are going to trace around and remove them to leave just the shape. 
2. When you like your arrangement, use your marker, and carefully outline each one. These 
will become the negative shapes. 
 
ARRANGING AND GLUING THE POSITIVE SHAPES [ 4 minutes ] 
 
1. Next you will arrange and glue your cut-out shapes. These are the positive shapes. You 
may select any or all to add to your composition, again thinking of balance -- color and 
shape. You also have your traced negative shapes to work with now. 
2. When you like your arrangement, glue each shape down completely, one-by-one. It is 
important not to use too much glue, because it will make your marker lines run if they get 
wet. 
 
ADDING LINES FOR SHAPE REPETITION [ 10-15 minutes ] 
 
1. Lawrence loved patterns and used repetition in many of his paintings. 
2. We will add pattern to our design by following and repeating the shapes you have on your 
paper. You will combine the colored, glued shapes with the outlined shapes. As you put 
lines around these, and radiate outward from the shapes, wonderful patterns will appear to 
give your designs interest. 
3. To begin, select one shape to follow. With your marker slowly follow the shape with your 
own line approximately 1/8” to 1/4” from the shape. When you run into another shape, follow 
that new shape. You will eventually run into the frame. Do not go outside of the frame. 
Continue your line in the next empty space. 
4. Do not put lines inside your original two negative shapes. That will give your design 
balance. 
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MOUNTING THE ARTIST PROFILE SLIP [ 2 minutes ] 
 
(Profile slips for each artist are provided. They give a brief description of the artist, the 
technique, and the media used in the art activity. They should be mounted on the back of 
each art project after it is completed.) 
1. Write your name on the front of the artist profile slip. 
2. Using glue, mount the profile slip on the back of your artwork. 
3. Encourage children to discuss their artwork at home using this artist slip of information. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
I am so proud of your finished pictures, as I’m sure Jacob Lawrence would be also. As you 
learn more about important African-American men and women this February, remember our 
master artist Jacob Lawrence. 

THIS CONCLUDES THE JACOB LAWRENCE UNIT. 
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